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poverty and sorrow, but even here life has not been without its
shadows, and the shortage and abnormally high cost of the
staple food grains in the city of Srinagar and elsewhere in Kashmir
have caused very severe distress to the poorer classes of the
people. The problem of reducing high prices, and of collecting
and bringing the grain into the cities, is one of great difficulty and
complexity, and, as Your Highness has said, the measures so
far taken, though they have given temporary relief, have not
provided a radical cure for the evil. Your Highness, with your
long experience of Kashmir, has realised that the only remedy is
the assumption by the State of complete control, and the appoint-
ment of an influential and competent board directly responsible
to Your Highness, which will organize and co-ordinate the
various agencies and departments to be employed in the acquisi-
tion, transport, and distribution of the staple food grains. These
measures are the keystone of the scheme which Your Highness
has decided to introduce and, as I have learnt this evening, has
now actually introduced, and I congratulate you most warmly
on coming to so wise a decision, and I congratulate your people
on the beneficent effect it will have.

In General Raja Sir Harisingh as senior member of the Board,
Your Highness has selected a man of commanding influence,
wide experience, and strong personality, whose interests are
bound up with yours and those of the people of this country,
and the names of Mr. Glancy and Pandit Karendra Nath Koul
will, I feel sure, command equal confidence. Their task will
not be an easy one. There will be legislation to be undertaken
in order to enforce the State control of the produce, to constitute
summary courts and to prevent the holding up of stocks. Special
tribunals will be needed also for settling the payment by instal-
ments of debts due from the villages to the waddars, and special
arrangements will have to be made for facilitating the transport
of grain from the villages into the cities. In meeting these and
other urgent requirements Your Highness should find in the
Board of Control a most efficient instrument, and I am glad that
you have decided to give them ample powers for dealing with
the situation. I am sure that all wish them success in their
high mission, and we hope and believe that the wise measures
Your Highness has determined to introduce will lead to a final
and happy solution of this most difficult problem. Her High-
ness the Maharanee has also, by her generous gift, shown her
care and i^gaxd for the poor. Your Highness has also alluded
to the recent inauguration of an Executive Council to assist